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European Russia,, or bear diiect i elation there to the needs
of man or to the existence of raw materials.

Strictly confined, then, to certain centres, and those
by no means the best suited to meet the national require-
ments, industry developed in but one-thirtieth pait of
Tsarist Russia. Elsewhere it was neglected

To economic inefficient y we must add national peril.

Concentrated in St. Petersburg, Moscow, White Russia,
Ivanov, and the Ukraine, Russia's \ital sei vices lay exposed
to Germany, Austria Hungary, and other European states.
Russia's eggs lay in one basket, and that basket perilously
near feet that might jeopardize its safety. The danger was
real. Russian industry in Tsarist days was as vulnerable
to enemy attack as it was ineffective in meeting the needs
of national economy.

The Soviet Union aimed at immediate and radical
redistribution of industry. Railways and roads thrust
out north, south, east, and west to the districts where
raw material was found. Agriculture penetrated into
lands hitheito neglected. Marshes were drained, deserts
irrigated, forests removed, controlled or re-planted, and
soil enriched. New industrial centres sprang into being
over-night, operating local raw materials in local factories,
driven by local power-plants, and spreading culture and
newness of life to local inhabitants. Robbery and exploita-
tion of Russia's colonies ceased

Three principles regulated the new redistribution.

First, national economy demanded that raw materials
should be worked into finished goods with a minimum of
transport and operating costs. For example, the smelting
of iron ore incurs less costs when local fuel and local
power are employed than in furnaces 1,000 miles away,
with aid of coal imported from another 1,000 miles.

Secondly, industry was safer when far removed from
enemy troops, enemy planes, and enemy tanks, and when
widely distributed. Concentrations of industry present
peculiar dangers in time of war.

Thirdly, and by no means least important, distribution
of industry to the seat of raw materials was a duty owing
to the inhabitants in whose area the raw materials were